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TO FAR 


TwELVE STEWARDs of the Religious Societies. 


GENTLEMEN, 


81] was a Stranger to the ſtate of the Religious Societies, when you re- 

A queſted me to preach your annual Sermon, I made it my buſineſs 

to gain the beſt Information I could, as well from yourſelves as 
others, that I might addreſs myſelf to them with the greater propriety. 

The intelligence I received from you ſoon determined my Subject ; and 
it gave me pleaſure to find my choice ſo well approved, and ſo ſatisfactory 
as well to yourſelves, as to the worthy Clergymen and others, who favoured 
me with their attention: 

But I was in hopes my buſineſs had ended there; this however could 
not be allowed. Your earneſt Deſire to have the Sermon made public, 
and the repeated requeſts of many, (who were pleaſed to ſignify, that they 
thought the Diſlinctions, made in it, might be of general Utility) could not 
be re ſiſted, either by my wiſhes to avoid the trouble, or by my apprehenſions 
of the Calumny which might reaſonably be expected, on the publication of 
ſuch a Diſcourſe. os 

Should this be the conſequence, I muſt make my appeal to you; though 
I may be permitted to ſay, that I am the, leſs ſollicitous on that head, not 
only through the conſciouſneſs of my ſincere intentions, but as the Sermon 
hath paſſed the accurate inſpection, and been favoured with the approbation 
of ſome of the Clergy eſpecially : whoſe Names, were I allowed to mention 
them, would be my ſufficient Defence againſt all the poiſon of Obloquy, and 
all the Darts of Cenſure: which, when they fly concealed in the darkneſs 
of anonymous attacks, will always meet that negle& they ſo juſtly deſerve. 
The gallant enemy boldly fights on-fair ground and in open day ; the Mur- 
derer and Aſſaſſin only ſtab in the night. 

Some of my worthy Brethren have ay nr their deſire, that I would 
e enlarge, in a Preface, more fully on the proper and diſtinguiſhing crite- 
c rion between thoſe who are, and are call'd Met hodiſis, and thoſe who may 
« be ſo call'd, but are not really ſuch ; who are ſincere and intelligent Be- 
« lievers, and might more properly be called Anti-methodi/ts.” But I ap- 
prehend there is no further need, after what I have faid in the Sermon ; 
Which I hope will be found ſufficient ; if not, any future occaſion offered 
to enlarge on this head, ſhall not be paſſed over, 


The 
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The cry of Methodiſm is frequently raiſed by ſuch as are totally ignorant 
of the nature of the accuſation; and many are ſtigmatized with the Nane, 
who are perfectly innocent of the Thing, The obſervations made in the 
following Diſcourſe may poſſibly ſerve to ſettle the point in ſome Degree, 
or at leaſt to ſtop the Tongues of thoſe, who very unjuſtly caſt the aſper. 
ſion, where there is not the leaſt cauſe. And it deſerves, perhaps, to be 
conſidered, by all ſerious and ſincere Proteſtants, whether the affixin 
the Charge of Methodiſm, &c. indiſcriminately upon men of unblameable 
Lives, and irreproachable Converſation, may not tend greatly to prejudice 
our holy Faith in general, and to bring a reproach upon Chriſtianity itſelf, 
through the pretended offence of Methodiſm : this may be a triumph to the 
Deiſt and Papiſt, equally pleaſing. And if fo, can we be too accurate in 
our Diſtinctions, or too cautious in our Imputations ?—remembering, that 
while we confound Chriſtianity and Methodiſm, we are doing diſcredit to the 
former, in the ſame proportion, that we are giving weight and dignity to 
the latter. | | | | 

For myſelf, I have the ſatisfaction to declare, that the fentiments of the 
prone: Sermon are thoſe which I have publicly profeſs'd, ever fince I had the 
appineſs to preach in this City, however, in ſome reſpects, they may have 
been miſrepreſented or miſunderſtood ; * and therefore, while the Diſcourſe 
may be of advantage to others, it will ſerve to ſet forth and to vindicate the 
Opinions of, | 
GENTLEMEN, 


Your much Obliged 


PLazTow, Now, 3, 


759. And ſincere Friend, 


WILLIAM Dopp. 


An inſtance of this I have at preſent before me, in a performance lately publiſhed by the 
Rev, Mr. Downes, call Methodiſm examined and expoſed. In which he is pleaſed to go ſome- 
what out of his way to drag in a paſlage from a Sermon of mine : and, little heedful of the Re- 
putation of his Brother, has thought fit to lay to my charge ſome obnoxious expreſſions from, 
and to make me the Author of, a Pamphlet, which he calls & @ weak and ſcurrilous one ;” tho 


I do ſlemnly and publicly declare, that I never / much as heard of that Pamphlet before, 
Sec p. 95, 96, of Mr, Downes's Methodiſm, &c. 4 7 F 
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ErRHESTIANS IV. 3. 


— ENDEAVOURING TO KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT 
IN THE BOND OF PEACE. 


Religion is calculated, above all other inſtitutions, to promote uni- 
verſal peace, harmony, and concord ; yet it is melancholy to ob- 
ſerve, how much theſe good ends have been fruſtrated in almoſt 
every age, through the pride and prejudice, the folly and ignorance, the 
wickedneſs and depravity of mankind. Overlooking the main deſign, and 
inattentive to the principal view of this divine inſtitution, Men have made 
it, as it were, a ſtage, whereon to fight their unhallowed Combats : And 
ſcarce any undertaking, however weak, worldly, and wicked, but hath 
been ſanctified with the venerable pretext of a Zeal for Chriſt's Religion. 
This miſchief was early introduced'; and hath been widely diffuſed : Our 
Nation hath experienced its pernicious effects; nor is the Evil by any 
means removed from amongſt us: the Neceſlity of caution againſt it cannot 
therefore of conſequence be removed. ——And as the preſent Religious 
Societies were originally inſtituted “ with a deſign to preſerve the Unzon and 
ſupport the Honour of the Church of England, I know not how I can 
more properly diſcharge the office appointed me, than by laying before 
you, the great Importance and true Nature of that Unity, which is ſo com- 
mendable and uſeful in all, ſo effentially requiſite in the Chriſtian Com- 
munion : and a due regard for which, will be our beſt preſervative againſt 
unſettled Opinions, and irregular practice. This then I will endeavour to do, 


T H there is nothing more certain, than that the Chriſtian 


I. By reading to you ſome of thoſe paſſages in the ſacred Scripture, 
which recommend and inforce this Duty. | 


II. By explaining its true Nature, and ſuggeſting the beſt Method to 

reſerve it; which will neceſſarily lead me to conſider the Propriety 

and Uſeſulneſs of theſe Societies to that end. This with an Addreſs, 

1. To ſuch as are Members of the Societies, and 2. to ſuch as are not, 
will ſufficiently employ the preſent Diſcourſe. 


I. Iam to lay before you, ſome of thoſe paſſages in Sacred Scripture, 
which ſpeak of and recommend Chriſtian Unity : 


* Sce the Appendix to this Sermon. 


Amongſt | 
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Amongſt which there are none, that claim greater attention than thoſe 
connected with the words of my Text: St. Paul in the beginning of the 
Chapter preſſeth the #phejrans to a diſcharge of ſuch Duties as immediately 
tend to unity, in very affectionate Terms. 41 berefore the priſoner of the Lord, 
 beſeech = that you walk worthy of the vocation where with ye are called, 


with all lowlineſs and meekvieſs, with long ſuffering, forbearing one another in 
Love  endeavouring to keep the unity of the ſhirit in the bond of peace. There is 
ene body, and one ſpirit, even as ye are called in one hope of => calling: One 
Lord, ane faith, one baptiſm, One God and father of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in you all. He then proceeds to ſpeak of the different, ad- 
miniſtrations, offices, and gifts in this oze Body; which rightly uſed, all 
tend to its Edification; and are given of God, for the perfecting of the 
Saints, for the work of the miniſtry, for the ediſying of the body of Chriſt ; till 
we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God unto 
a perfett Man, unto the Meaſure of the ſlature of the  Fulneſs of Chriſt : That 
we henceforth be no more children tofſed to and fro, and carried about with every 
wind of Doctrine, by the flight of men and cunning craftineſs, whereby they lye 
in wait to deceive : but ſpeaking the truth in Love, may grew up into him in all 
things, who is the head, even Chriſt : from whom the wwhele body fitly joined together, 
and compacted by that which every joint ſupplieth, according to. the effetFual 
working in the meaſure of every fart, maketh increaſe of the Body, unto the 
edifying of uſelf in Love. 12 | 8 5 | 

In like manner, in his Epiſtle to the Romans, he compares the Union of 
Chriſtians with Chriſt, and with each other to the union of the head and 
members in the Body natural. As we have many Members in ene Body, and 
all Members have not the ſame office : ſo we being many are one body in Chriſt, 
and every one Members one of another. And again in his firſt Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians, As tbe body is one, and hath many Members, and all the Members 
of that one body, being many, are one body: fo alſo is Chriſt. For by one ſpirit 
wwe are all baptized into one body, whether aue be Jews or Gentiles, whether ue 
be bond or free: and have been all made to drink into one ſpirit. For the Boch 
is nat one Member but many. Noto ye are the body of Chriſt, and Members in 
farticular. Again, —The bread which we break, is it not the Communion of the 
Body of Chrijt ? For we being many are one Bread and one Body: for, we are 
all partakers of that one Bread. | 


Very perfect is the Idea which we may have of this bleſſed Unity from 


that deſcription of the Church of Chriſt, which we read in the ſecond and 


in the fourth Chapters of the As. There we are told; they that glad) 
recery'd Peter's word, were baptized, and the ſame Day, there was added unto 


them about three thouſand ſouls : and they continued fleadfaſtly in the Apoſiles 
Dottrine and fellowſhip, and in breaking of Bread, and in Prayers. —They 


bad all things in common Hand continuing daily with one accord in the Temple, 


and 


— ß EEC ß ß nora nad 


Wo 


and breaking Bread from houſe to houſe, did eat their meat with gladneſs and 


 ſingleneſs of Heart, praiſing God, and having favour with all the people. Again, 


the Multitud? of them that believed, were of one heart and of one foul : neither 


ſaid any of them, that ought of the things which be poſſeſſed was bis own ; but 
they bad all things common. | 


Of ſuch a ſociety one might well ſay with David, Bebold how good and 
how joyful a thing it ts, Brethren, to duell together in Unity. It 1s like the 
precious ointment upon the head, that ran down unto the beard, tuen upm Aaron's 
beard, and went down to the ſkirts of his cloathing. And of ſo great con- 
ſequence, was it thought, to preſerve this Unity, that upon a ſurvey of 
the Scriptures, you will find innumerable paſſages exhorting to it, and to 
have Peace one with another; as well as difſuading from every thing, 
which might tend to deſtroy it. Amongſt theſe the words of St. Paul at 


the Concluſion of his Epiſtle to the Romans much merit our regard. Now 


1 beſeech you Brethren, mark them which cauſe Diviſions and Offences, contra- 
ry to the Doctrine, which ye have learned; and avoid them, For they that are 
ſuch, ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their own belly; [their own carnal 
luſts, intereſts, and appetites} * and by good words and fair ſpeeches, decerve 
the hearts of the ſimple, of the unwary, ſincere, and honeſt-hearted. And in 
the fifteenth Chapter, nothing can be more affectionate than his Addreſs : 
Now the God of patience and conſolation grant you to be like-minded one towards 
another, according to Chriſt Jeſus : that ye may with one mind and one mouth, 
glorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

Theſe paſſages, (to which many more might be added, if need were) are 
ſufficient to ſhew you the great importance of Chriſtian Unity ; 'and the 
danger that may attend a breach of it : And indeed the firſt and beſt 
Chriſtians held it ſo important to preſerve, ſo dangerous to diflolve this 
ſacred Bond, that many of them choſe to forego the greateſt advantages, 


to ſuffer the greateſt loſſes and inconveniences, rather than infringe the 
inviolable Unity of the Church of Chriſt. 


— Happy had it been for the 
Chriſtian World, if their meek and modeſt Spirit had more diffuſed its 


pleaſing influence; if their commendable Examples had animated more to 
a laudable imitation, —And this we ſhall fully ſee by conſidering in the 
next place, the true Nature of this Unity. „ 


II. There is no Argument which the Roman Catholics are more fond of 
preſſing in their own Favour, than what they call the © Unity of the 
« Church.” The Church of Chriſt, ſay they, is but one. In this we are 
agreed with them. Out of that Church, ſay they, there is no Salvation. 


| * See Doddridge's Paraphraſe. + See Biſhop Burnet's four Diſcourſes to the Clergy of 
the Dioceſe of Sarum," Diſcourſe IV, p. 268, 299, &c. ON 
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Here again we are agreed 4. The Romiſb church, ſay they, is that one, only 
true, holy and Catholic Church, Here we are abſolutely divided ; for tho 
we may grant that church to be a Member of the Church univerſal, yet, we 
by no Means allow it to be the univerſal Church. Po ; 2h 
The holy, Catholic, or univerſal Church of Chriſt,” in which we profeſs, 
in our Creeds, to believe, is © the whole Multitude of thoſe perſons, who 
« embrace and profeſs the Chriſtian Religion, and are joined together, by 
the means of the Sacraments rightly and duly adminiſter'd, in one Body 
« or Society under one Head Jeſus Chriſt, through the influence of one and 
« the ſame Holy Spirit.” This is what we mean, when we ſpeak of the 
Catbolic Church. But when we ſpeak of a Church of any particular De- 
nomination, as the Greek, the /Ethiopic, the Church of England, we mean 
only ſome particular church, which is but a branch of the Church univerſal, 
The Catholic Church is and can be but one; becauſe all the Chriſtians in the 
world belong to it; and this is the Church wherein we profeſs to believe. But 
particular churches are many, as many as the Nations are that own and pro- 
feſs the Chriſtian Faith. Vet all theſe Churches are but parts of the univer- 
ſal Church, juſt as our ſeveral Limbs and Members are parts of our Body +, 
From this true Notion of the Church of Chriſt, you may eaſily diſcern 


* I defire to be underſtood here in the ſame ſenſe with our own Church, when ſhe ſaith in 
the Catechiſm, that „ the Sacraments are generally neceſſary to Salvation.” God forbid: that we 
ſhould take upon us to exclude any from all poſſibility of Salvation; or to determine ought re- 
ſpcAmg any of thoſe, who, through invincible ignorance or prejudice, are not actually admitted 
into the vi ,ẽ Church of Chriſt, nor made covenanted Members thefeof. We leave them to 
the merciful God, in whoſe hands they are, and ſpeak here only of the Church in general, and 
of its viſible Members: for though we are aſſured that there is no Salvation but in Jeſus Chriſt, 

See Aeli, iv. 12.) yet we mult not pretend to ſay, how far the benefits of his univer{il 
edemption may extend. In what follows too, be it obſerved, that we ſpeak only of the viſible 
or militant Church of Chriſt, not the invi/ib/e or Church triumphant, Two or three Definiticns 
of the former arc added from others; from whence the Reader may draw his own concluſions: 
my own are freely delivered above.—In the gth Article of the Church of England we read, * The 
« viſible Church of Chriſt is a congregation of faithful Men, in the which the pure Word of God 
is preached, and the Sacraments duly miniſtered, according to Chriſt's ordinance, in all thoſe 
„things, that of neceſſity is requiſite to the ſame.” Dr. Matts faith, « The whole viſible 
„ Church of Chriſt upon Farth conſiſts of all thoſe perfons in the World that make a viſible 
* and credible profeſſion of the Chriftian Religion, however ſcattered through all Nations, and 
« whether joined together by mutual agreement in particular ſocieties or not.” See his Works, 
Vol. VI. 4to. p. 42. Dr. Hammond, in his Catechiſm, defines the Church ** to be a Society 
of Believers, ruled and continued according to the appointed ordinances, with the uſe of the 
Sacraments, preaching of the Word, Cenſures, &c. under Biſhops, or Paſtors ſucceeding 
* thoſe on whom the Holy Ghoſt came down; and (by receiving ordination of thoſe that had 
« that power before them, 7. e. of the biſhops of the Church, the continued ſucceſſors of the 
« Apoſtles) e called to thoſe offices.“ Pract. Catech. p. 346. See alſo the learned 

Pearſon on the gth Article of the Creed. 
+ The ſum of this paragraph is from Archbiſhop Sharp's Sermons, Vol. VII. Serm. 5. whoſe 


Name will ever be dear, and his Writings highly valued b a od een 
Member of the Church of England, ” y every Proteſtant, and every 
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the Nature of that Unity, which every Member of it is required to maintain, 
The Church Catholic is one Body, profeſſing the ſame apoſtolic Faith, and 
united under one Head, by one Spirit, communicated through the Means 
of the ſame Sacraments, adminiſtered by Paſtors lawfully ordained and 
appointed thereto. Agreeably to what St. Paul ſaith, There is one Body, and 
me Spirit, even as ye are called in one Hope of your calling: one Lord, one 
Faith, one Baptiſm ; | th#Communion of one Bread ;| and one God and Father of all. 
But, though we grant every Church, which correſponds to the Definition 
above-given, to be a true and living Member of the Church univerſal, yet 
it is very poſſible, there may be a much greater Degree of Purity in ſome 
than in others: * much leſs mixture of human Impoſition and human Defect; 
much nearer approaches to the Degree of primitive perfection. On which 
account it behoves every rational and thinking Chriſtian ſeriouſly to enquire 
after, and unite himſelf to, that Church which hath the beſt Evidences of 
ſound Doctrine and juſt Diſcipline. While at the ſame time, as a Member 
of the civil Society, he ſeems bound in Duty to that Society, and to the 
good order of it, to join in communion with the Church, which the Go- 
rvernment by law eſtabliſheth ; in caſe he finds nothing in ſuch a Church, 
deſtructive of the foundations of Unity +. For you obſerve, that as to the 
external adminiſtration of Churches, their ſeveral Ceremonies and Modes 
of worſhip, nothing is determined in ſcripture, neither is any particular 
form enjoined, as eſſentially neceſſary to Unity. The only rule is, Let all 
things be done decently and in order. The Conduct of theſe matters depends 
upon the wiſdom of the Directors, and the nature of the Government. 
And when they are eſtabliſhed, by the beſt rules of human prudence, every 
intelligent Member of the civil Society, in order to keep up its Unity, would 
a& rationally and religiouſly, by conforming to the eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſh- 
ment, and ſo preſerving the Unity both of Church and State. | 
Now, in the Church of England, all the particulars neceſſary to conſtitute 
a true and living Member of the Church univerſal are found. We are, 
therein, united to one Head, Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, by one Spirit commu- 
nicated to us in Baptiſm, and confirm'd in the Lord's Supper: therein we 
profeſs the faith of the Apoſtles, and enjoy the adminiſtration of the Word 
and Sacraments under lawful Paſtors and Governors, duly ordained and ap- 
pointed thereto. And of conſequence may reſt perfectly aſſured of Salva- 
tion in the Communion of this Church, if we perform our part, and labour 
to keep up the Unity of the Spirit, in the bond of peace. Nor can there be any 
neceſſity for being carried about with every blaſt of -DoFirine, and ſhifting 
from fide to fide; much leſs for uniting ourſelves to thoſe, who break the 
* See Bingham's Antiquities, Vol. II. p. 367. and Vol. VII. p. 1, &c. | 
+ See Biſhop Burnet's Diſcourſe referred to above; and alſo Archbiſhop Sharp's Diſcourſe 
concerning Conſcience, in the ſecond Volume of his Sermons, p. 225. 


Unity 


whom, of neceſſity, no ſpiritual ſupplies can be expected or derived &. 
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Unity of that Church; ſetting up, under a ſpecious pretence of more elem nd 
ted piety, a new Form and Diſcipline of their own, and allowing and coun. lex 
tenancing Teachers, who are commiſſioned neither by God nor man; fr I 


You may caſily perceive, that, in order to keep up the Unity of the Church 


in general, as well as of that wherewith you hold Communion,—your fir ft care ler | 
muſt be to become a true Member of Chriſt, by a ſincere diſchirge of your by. 
tiſmal vow, and by a renewal and ratification of your Covenant with Gud x 
the holy Luchariſl. This done, by your regular attendance on the Miniſtration ant 
of your lawful Paſtors, and in the exerciſe of Piety and Charity, you mui b 
teſtiſy the ſincerity of your vows, and the reality of your laith; which 5. 
ou ſhould endeavour to ſettle, to the utmoſt of your power, on the ſur: © 
you tho! | 
foundations of the ſacred Scriptures ; and to theſe I am perſuaded you wil 
find the faith of the Church of England exactly conformable +. fn atten! 
tion hereto will be the beſt Method to fecure you from all the arts and cum bim 
ning craftineſs of Deceivers. © Admit nothing as an article of faith «cnt MW"! 
« which you do not find plainly taught in the Word of God, and held, Lie 
« ſuch, by your own Church.“ This principle, had it been ſteadily purſued, MW"! 
would have prevented innumerable Evils, and the ſhipwreck of many fouls; 
who not diſtinguiſhing between Articles of Faith which are fundamenta, 6 
| thot 
t is ſtrange to obſerve ſuch men labouring to prove they are not Separati/?s or Schiſnaiu Doc 
urging that they are true Friends to the Church of England, and have never broke its unit, tall 
Their reaſoning is much of a piece with that of the Brethren of the Society of Jeſus. Sec P. 
call's incomparable Pronncal Letters, And ſurely it is* ſurpriſing to read, * Reaſons again. judl 
& Separation from the Church of England, offered by the Rev. Mr. John Weſley to the Method eriſe 
« Preachers,” which are to be found at the cloſe of a book, lately publiſhed by that Gentl:nugM func 
called, A Prefervative agaiuſt unſettled Notions in Religion.“ Loy 
+ I cannot refuſe my Reader the ſatisfaction of Archbiſhop Bramball's judgment in this cal : 
who, * In the greateſt Maturity of his judgment, and integrity of his conſcience, when m #7! 
« redeemed from juvenile fervors, popular tallacies, vulgar partialities, end ſecular flattere pert 
« declared, to the preſent age and poſterity, that ſince he was capable to move in ſo fer nion 
a ſearch and weighty a dilquifition, as that of Religion i- ; as his greateſt defign was, throuf.; tc 
* God's grace, to find out and perſevere in ſuch a profeſſion of Chriſtian Religion as hath mot 
66 truth and order, of power and peace, of holineſs and ſolemnity, of divine verity and Cathol mer 
** antiquity, of true charity and holy conſtancy ; fo he could not (apart from all prejudices al diſſe 
prepoſſoſſions) find, in any other Church, or church-way, anticnt or modern, either moe eres 
the good he deſited, or leſs of the evil he would avoid, than he had a long time diſcern th 
* and, upona flrict ſcrutiny, more and more obſerved in the frame and form, in the confi a 
« tion and ſettled Diſpenſation of the Church of England. No where diviner myſteries, 
40 where ſounder Doctrines, holier morals, warmer devotions, apter rituals, or comlier cerem t 
„ nials, All which together, by a meet and happy concurrence of piety and prudence, bro * 
* forth ſuch ſpirituals and graces, both in their habits, exerciſes and comforts, as are the er 
* and ſoul, and ſcal of true religion; thoſe more immediate and «ſpecial influences of G0 Wor 
* holy Spir it upon the Soul, thoſe joint operations of the Bleſſed Trinity, for the Juſtificaua 4 
fanQification, and ſalvation of a Sinner,” Sce Bramball's Works. Dubl. Edit. of ex 
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ad thoſe which are not, have been led into a wilderneſs of error and- per- 
Jexity, to the very great confuſion of themſelves and others. ks 
This diſtinction merits your careful Notice; for it is but too true, that 
ery many of the differences in the Chriſtian religion have ariſen from not 
jaly attending to it, or at leaſt from Articles. not. fundamental. Dean 
Serlock has well obſerved; that © a fundamental Doctrine is ſuch a one, as 
is of ſo eſſential neceſſity to the Chriſtian covenant, that without it the 
whole building and ſuperſtructure muſt fall.” # Now the Chriſtian Cove- 
pant implies, 1. A Founder or principal Covenanter. 2. A Subject capable 
f being covenanted with. 3. A Charter of Foundation. 4. A Mediator. 
Conditions to be performed. 6. Aids or Means to enable to Performance. 
7. Sanctions to bind the Covenant and to ſecure Obedience. So that the 
Doctrines of the ever bleſſed Trinity, the Founder and principal Covenanter ; 
-of Man's Endowment with freedom of will, ſo far forth as to denominate 
him a moralAgent ;—of the divine authority of the Scriptures;—cf the Atone- 
ment and Satisfaction made by Chriſt ;—of Faith, Repentance, and a holy 
Life;—of the Sacraments and the Aſſiſtance of the holy Spirit, thereby com- 
municated ;--and of future Rewards and Puniſhments, are fundamental Doc- 
tines of Chriſtianity “. | 

As on the one hand we muſt never give up theſe, ſo on the other we 
hould be extremely careful not to enlarge the Number of fundamental 
Doctrines; or rather not to hold and preſs ſuch, as fundamental and eſſen- 
tally neceſſary to Salvation, which really are not ſuch : for much is the pre- 
judice that may arife from hence, much is the prejudice that hath, that doth 
riſe from this method of proceeding. Were we happily to agree in theſe 
fundamental Doctrines, this would, above all things, promote that Chriſtian 
Love, that ſpirit of forbearance, that candour and charity, which is no leſs 
amiable than important ; as an exerciſe for which ſome men, perhaps, are 
permitted to be more than ordinarily attached to private and peculiar opi- 
nions. With regard to theſe, we ſhould, as ſome one expreſſes it,“ Agree 
„to diſagree.” All Men will never be exactly of the ſame Senti- 
ments; but while we hold the Doctrines fundamental, however we may 
diſſent in leſſer Matters, or poſſibly in ,the Manner of explaining even 
greater +, this ought never to break the Unity of the Spirit, nor deſtroy 
that Love which is the bond of peace. And though ſome who embrace 


and 

See Sherlock's Vindication of the Nef, of Stillingfleet, p. 256. 

* The Reader is referred, for a full explanation of what follows than could poſſibly be 
tiven here, to the learned Dr. MWaterlund's Diſcourſe on Fundamentals. See allo Dr. Watts's 
Works, Vol. VI, p. 61. Queſt. 7;” which is worth the Reader's attention. ; 

+ The Knowledge of Man is fo contracted, and his ignorance of ſpiritual Beings, their modgs 
of exiſtence, and manner of operation ſo profound, that it is ſurpriſing to obſerve ſuch _— 
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and advance Doctrines as fundamental, which appear not to be ſuch, mi 


chance to be bitter againſt thoſe who cannot agree with them; a Men pt 
of a moderate Spirit, while they take care properly to expreſs their di. be 
approbation of ſuch Tenets, woe not be wanting in that Love, which 
is the characteriſtic Ornament of their Religion. And it may be proye t 
to obſerve, that in expreſſing our own Diſſent, as well as in guarding other il ”* 
from dangerous and erroneous opinions Þ, there is no more want of true ſe 
Love, than in avowing our Giſapprobation of Vice, than in warning oy i 
friends from peſtilence and poiſon. 3 Ir 
Such is the Spirit of our excellent Church, ſuch is the Spirit which (Ml te 
recommends to all her Members ; a Spirit which, doubtleſs, is one great B 
cauſe of that general Eſteem wherein ſhe hath ever been held by all wh L 
diſſent from her: it being obſervable, that every Order and Party of Chri- * 
tians commend,—next after their own, — he Church of England. l 
| 5 
To promote and preſerve the Unity and Honour of this Church was the * 
original purpoſe of the Religious Societies; and they ſeem well calculated th h; 
ſerve theſe good Ends. They were, in the beginning, inſtituted with an 0 
eſpecial View to the Inroads of Popery, as well as of every other evil Spirit t 
which would either deſtroy or divide the Church of England. Their Ut 
lity then cannot but be evident at preſent, when Popery makes, though no bl. 
ſuch bold and open, yet large advances ; and when Deiſm and Infidelity on # 
one hand, Ignorance and Enthuſiaſm on the other, certain introducers and pr 
harbingers of popery of the worſt ſort, ſo manifeſtly ſpread and prevail mom e 
and more amongſt us. And as the zealous Patrons of theſe Cauſes finiM « 
that the beſt Method to ſtrengthen their Intereſts, and unite their Party, if © 
to join in ſocieties, and hold their ſeveral conferences, ſhall it not ſtir up tg} . 
ſerious and thinking Members of our Church, to follow the ſame meaſurM} . 
for a far better end, with a much better deſign, namely, to encourage al « 
«c 
plicity of Diſputes reſpecting them: would we duly conſider the reach of our preſent faculties, v 4 
ſhould contentedly acquieſec in an humble belief of thoſe divine Truths, which are the immedit 8 
Diſcoveries of Revelation, and which perfeetly to comprehend, would not be, to believe, Eve 2 
thing reſpecting our Duty is plainly laid down ; ſuch things, as in our preſent ſtate we could n a 
bpenetrate, are delivered as matters of faith; we ſhould therefore drop all diſputes concerin © 
them, and be as careful as poſſible how we preſume to explain them: for it is evident, that will © 
we attempt to enter into the Mode of the [Divine Exiſtence, the manner of the Bleſſed Spiri m 
operations, the conſiſtency of Grace and Free-will, Foreknowledge, &c. and other points oft 2 
like Nature, we are preſently loft in a Labyrinth without a clue, and in the Darknefs of our co - 
tracked Sight, may wander and wander, and never be nearer the End. 3 0 
i As this is the immediate Duty of the Clergy, who, at their Ordination, have promi 
- 2 1 ready, with all faithful Diligence, to baniſh and drive away all erraneous and ſtrat *. 
+Joctrines, contrary to God's Word, &c.” See the Form and Manner of ordering Priol. ah 
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promote that union, which we ſhall affuredly find productive of the very 
beſt Effects t 8 

1. For thoſe of you, my worthy Brethren, who already are Members of 
theſe Societies, I cannot too much applaud your good intentions, or encou- 
rage your zeal, Go onin the uſeful undertaking, highly profitable to your- 
ſelves, very advantageous to others. Your own Rules are ſo excellent, that 
they entirely ſuperſede any thing I might have to advance. But permit me, 
in this day of looſe Diſcipline and wild Doctrine, to beſeech you earneſtly 
to take heed to yourſelves, and to be eſpecially careful of your Example. 
By a cloſe and ſtrict attachment to parochial Communion “, keep up the 
Unity of the Church, and be watchful, leſt you imbibe any of thoſe per- 
nicious Doctrines to which the Church, whereof you are Members, is an 
utter Stanger. It hath been obſerved, many amongſt yourſelves have com- 
plained of it, that our Altars are ill frequented ; and no marvel, when ſo 
many flock to receive the Bleſſed Sacrament from the hands of thoſe, who 
have no right to adminiſter it to hem. If any thing were worthy of wonder, 
ſure this is moſt ſo! And as an excuſe, the blame is caſt upon the Clergy, 
the conſtant Subject of Scandal and Reproach with many, who moſt loudly 


* I have great pleaſure in being able to produce a Paſſage full to my purpoſe, from an amia- 
ble and excellent Writer, with whom I ſhall always think it my happineſs to. agree; Dr. Stan- 
hipe I mean, who, in his advice to the Religious Societies, added as a Poſtſcript to his Sermon, 
preached before them, in 1702, obſerves “ As I ought to commend the ſtedfaſtneſs you pro- 
« feſs to the eſtabliſhed Church, ſo muſt I take the liberty to put you in mind of the proper way 
« of expreſſing it. Which is by all due deference to your reſpective Paſtors. Not having itch» 
« ing ears, nor heaping to yourſelves Teachers, (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) nor holding men's perſons in 
& admiration ; but keeping the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, and waiting, with all hu- 
© mility, for the Bleſſing and Grace of God upon his own Ordinances, in a regular, conſtant, 
e parochial Communion. Your diſpoſition to this is in good degree expreſſed by the readineſs 
you preſcribe to be directed by the Miniſter of your own Pariſh, or one of his approving, 
« And I can, from my own experience, teſtify the practice of ſuch as I am concern'd to enquire 
« into, to be agreeable to it. Be ſure, hold faſt this principle, and be not prevailed with to 
« depart from it, upon any known, or ſuppoſed failures in your own, or any falſe notions of 
« greater Edification from another Miniſter. For all this tends to looſen the Band of Union 
« among Chriſtians, An Union, which in the nature of the thing muſt be gone, and there- 
« fore as national Churches make up the Church Univerſal; Dioceſan the National ; Parochial 
« the Dioceſan, ſo ſingle perſons muſt maintain this Union by conftituting the Parochial. And 
« be aſſured, that God is never more honoured, nor men more edified, than when they apply to 
« him in the moſt perfect order and peace, and receive his Word and Sacraments, at the hands 
« of thoſe, to whom the Laws of his Church, and of the State conformable to theſe, have com- 
© mitted the truſt of rightly and duly adminiſtring them to the Congregations reſpectively under 
« their Charge.” | 

The whole piece is equally uſeful and excellent; and I have the ſatis faction to obſerve, that it 
is ſo well eſteemed by the Societies, as to be printed on a Sheet, and hung up in the ſeveral Veſ- 
tries where they meet, for conſtant and general inſpection. The ſame obſervation is alſo made 
in p. 17, 18. of a Sermon preached by the * Dr. Berriman before the Societies, in 1738-9. 
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talk of a loving, meek, and lowly Saviour's Goſpel |! Though I by no 
means take upon me to juſtify the Conduct of all the Clergy ;—would to God 
they were all moſt ſtrictly and exactly conſcientious in the Diſcharge of their 
Duty ; and, bleſſed be God, there are many ſuch yet remaining amongſt 
us! et of this I am ſatisfied, that ſuch a manner of proceeding is never 
likely to have any good Effects upon your Paſtors ; can ſerve only to irritate 
them more and more, and to ſet them ſtill at a greater Diſtance from their 
Flocks, Therefore, let me not doubt of a far different conduct from you of 
the Societies; and we truſt, that by your exact, conſcientious, and regular 
Diſcharge of your Duty, in your own Pariſh Churches, you will be very 
lerviceable towards the ſupport of that rational piety, of that amiable and 
ſerious Religion, which is the greateſt Ornament and Dignity of human 
Nature. 

It is obvious to every By-ſtander, how much the Harmony of their Muſic 
hath ſerved the Cauſe of our modern Separati/ts; and it is lawful even to 
learn from an Enemy. Might not then an attention to this ſubject be well 
recommended to you? it ſeems likely to promote the intereſt of the Socie- 
ties. For it is undeniable, that the Pſalmody in the Church of England is 
not under the beſt regulations that might be: and it is much to be wiſhed, 
that the very loud and drawing manner of our ſinging was more 1 8 
altered; which though, perhaps, not ſo eaſy to be generally effected in our 
Churches, you may certainly effect in your ſeveral Societies. 

At the ſame time, permit me to recommend a condeſcending and moſt 
ge behaviour towards all young and weak members of your Societies: 
et not too moroſe or rigid an attachment to any particular and indifferent 
cuſtoms, much leſs a d/putatious and overbearing behaviour deter young 
and ſober perſons from entering amongſt you. Win them by all poſſible 
means, and after the Example of your Bleſſed Maſter, gently lead the fee- 
ble and the faint, and carry the Lambs, as it were, in your Boſom. 

But above all things, I muſt be allowed to preſs upon you the ſtricteſt 
and moſt exact conformity to your own Rules. Tis fruitleſs to be Mem- 
bers of a religious Society, to profeſs certain principles, and a regard to a 
ee Church; and yet not ſhew forth a conduct more exemplary, or a 

ife more holy than others. The Unity of Chriſt's Body is then fearfully 


+ Ifay generally : becauſe T have the pleaſure to obſerve great Improvement in Singing, in 
many of our Pariſh Churches, eſpecially in the Metropolis. As it is a matter much worth at- 
tention, I have good hopes to ſee ſtill greater and more univerſal Improvement in this moſt de- 
lightful Branch of Chriſtian Worſhip; and at a Time, when we have ſo many excellent Maſters 
ot Mr fic, we may reaſonably preſume, 


that ſome of them will exert their abilities in this reſpect: 
nor ami iſt their endeavours for the public amuſement, 


a entirely neglect what may tend ſo much to 
the public advantage, and the ſervice of religion, Sin . 5 
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broken by us; when we diſobey the Dictates, and live contrary to the Doc- 
trines of that Divine Spirit, who is the bond of our Union with Chriſt our 
Head. And as the deſign of his moſt holy religion is to make us happy 
here, as well as hereafter; is to diffuſe comfort, peace, and joy wherever 
it is profeſt; let it be our ſtudy, that it may attain this valuable End, by 


making us a bleſſing to our own families: where our Love, our Tenderneſs, 


our Zeal for Chriſt, where our holy and heavenly Tempers ſhould firſt diſplay 
themſelves; and which, from our families, ſhould accompany us into the 
world; diſcovering to men, by the uprightneſs and honeſty, the ſtrict juſ- 
tice and kind benevolence of our conduct, that our Religion is ſomethin 
more than Profeſſion ; and that thoſe principles muſt needs be good, which 
roduce fuch commendable fruits. 

Thus will you, above all other methods, recommend the religion of 
Chriſt, the Church of England, and your preſent Societies, which, I doubt 
not, you will diligently frequent: for to be Members of them, and not 
attend them at all convenient opportunities, is to ſupport them feebly with one 
hand, and to pull them down violently with the other. You will be regu- 
lar then in your attendance, and make them, as they are deſigned, eminent 
Means of your ſpiritual Improvement, and of promoting that Unity, which 
ſhould be ſo dear to us all ; that ſo your Light may ſhine before Men, and 
they, ſeeing your good works, may glorify your Father, who is in Heaven. 

2. Thoſe of you, my Brethren, of the younger ſort eſpecially, who are not yet 
Members of theſe religious Societies, and perhaps are Strangers to their De- 
ſign and Utility, let me adviſe to inform yourſelves well hereof, and to embrace 
the happy means, they afford, of Edification and Inſtruction. Young People, 
well diſpoſed, are 22 enſnared moſt eaſily by religious Deluſions: and 
you live, my young Friends and Brethren, in an Age, wherr. there is the 
greateſt Danger from ſuch Deluſions. You cannot therefore be too much 
cautioned, or too well guarded againſt them. 

The ſubtle Advocates for Deiſm and Infidelity abound every where: and 
their poiſonous Books are but too generally ſpread and diffuſed. The rea- 
ſoning and arguments in many of them are often too plauſible and perplexed 
for the unſkilful to diſcern their Deceit, or penetrate their Tendency ; and 
they have their Effect, but too frequently, in arreſting unſtable ſouls to 
their own perdition. On the other hand, the Patrons of Enthufiaſmare, in 
appearance, ſo holy and zealous, and ſo abound in external Piety ; and 

| C2” Enthufiaſm 


t I would not by any means be underſtood to advance, that the Patrons of Enthuſiaſm are 
not what they ſeem, are Hypocrites, and mere Pretenders to Piety. God forbid, that I ſhould 
even think this, or take upon me ſo to judge. For I am ſatisfied, from an exact Obſervation of 
the Nature of Enthuſiaſm, that the miſtaten Men, over whom it hath Power, Wr as 
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Enthuſiaſm itſelf is of a Nature fo infectious, that the well-inclined are pre- 
ſently caught with the ſpecious ſhew, and the beſt minds, through their 
native ſimplicity, moſt ealily drawn aſide ; in direct contradiction to the ad- 
vice of St. Paul, which we read at the beginning, Mark thoſe that cauſe Dj. 
viſions, and—not follow, —but avoid them, 

Now to eſcape the Evils both of Deiſm and Enthuſiaſm, as well as to pro- 
mote a true, ſolid, and rational Improvement of your Souls in Holineſs ; to 
prevent the ill Effects ariſing from diſunion, to var ape all the good ones 
which follow from that Union, which is ſo neceſſary in the Body of Chriſt, 
Nothing will conduce more than an admiſſion into theſe Religious Societies 
where you will be inſtructed in all the branches of true practical religion, 
in the Doctrines of the Church of England, and in whatever tends to ſound 
Faith and real Godlineſs. You will there have an opportunity to propoſe 
any ſcruples, which may ariſe in your minds, and to gain the defired ſatiſ- 
faction from your doubts. You will there be ſecured, as much as human 
means can ſecure, in the right way to Life, and be; preſerved in that even 
path of piety, which is ſo honourable in the Eyes of all, which will be {6 
peaceful and pleaſant to yourſelves. | 

For believe me, however Youth and high Spirits may render you averſe 
to ſerious thinking, true Happineſs is ſought for in vain elſewhere ; the 
giddy round of jovial pleaſure, the merry madneſs of unthinking Delight, 
the intoxicating Draught of unlawful and forbidden Tranſports, are big 
with the keeneſt Sorrows, are ſpeedily followed by the moſt bitter reflec- 
tions, Human Nature can find in theſe no place whereon to reſt its foot ; 
and if you purſue theſe,---farewell the Hopes of ſolid Happineſs. Undiſ- 
| guiſed Religion and pure Virtue, an awful Regard to your God and your 

Saviour, and a diligent Diſcharge of your Duty to Man, will alone procure 
peace at your latter End, and ſoften the pillow of Death ; Peace, more 
abundant, the more early you ſet out in this path of pleaſantneſs; to which 
theſe Societies will introduce you; and prove we have Hope, the bleſſed 


ſincere as they are zealous ; Exceptions there are, doubtleſs, and that very many. But where 
enthuſia/tic principles have fully poſſeſſed the Mind, they operate much more forcibly, than the 
more cool and ſober Determinations of Reaſon. The authority of the great Mr. Locke on 
this Head may be of much more weight than any ſentiments of mine: and he, in his excelent 
Chapter on Enthuſiaſm, remarks, that „ where it once gets footing, it works more powerfully 
on the perſuaſions and actions of men, than either Reaſon or Divine Revelation, or both toge- 
ther: Men being molt forwardly obedient to the impulſes they receive from themiclves 3 and the 
whole Man is ſure to act more vigorouſly, where the whole 3 is carried by a natural motion. 
For ſtrong Conccit, like a new principle, carries all eaſily with it, When got above common 
ſenſe, and frecd from all reſtraint of reaſon and check of reflection, it is heightened into a divine 
Authority, in concurrence with our own temper and incluiation,” See the whole Chapter, 
Eſſay on Underſtanding, B. 4. C. 19. | 
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occaſions of ever preſerving you in it. Thus alone can you honourably 
diſtinguiſh yourſelves; for young Men have already run ſuch Lengths, that 
ou cannot expect to excel, be you never ſo heroic in Iniquity ; it will be 
no difficult matter to outſhine them in Virtue, and thus to obtain the moſt 
laudable Diſtinction. | 

Indeed, in this courſe, you mult be prepared to meet with Enemies, and 
thoſe of a very different ſort : yet be not diſcouraged ; but as forewarned, 
refs on with greater alacrity. 

The worldly and prophane, the voluptuous and luke- warm, diſpleaſed 
at a conduct which ſo eminently condemns their own, will, by mockery 
and reviling, labour, all they can, to diſcountenance and diſcourage you and 
to bring a reproach on your profeſſion. They will ſay their worſt, and 
the worſt they think they have-now to ſay, is, That you are a Methodiſt,” 

With reſpect to this Charge, though, it is to be feared, very frequently 
urged by thoſe who are abſolute Strangers to its purpoſe and import, yet it 
may be uſeful to obſerve, that if you really are attached to the Metbodiſts, as 
hope you are not; if you hear their Preachers; if you attend their Meet- 
ings; and approve their diſtinguiſhing Doctrines and Practices; then this 
can be no Calumny ; for the Truth can never be a reproach. But, on the 
contrary, if you are, as I ſuppoſe, no Hearer or Favourer of them ; neither 
attached to their party, nor inclined to their principles; but ſound in your 
Faith, ſtedfaſt to your Church, regular and conſtant in your attendance upon 
it, careful in your obſervance of parochial Communion, ſober, ' exemplary, 
and diligent in your Diſcharge of all moral and ſocial Duties; then are you 
no Methodiſt, but a true Chriſtian, on the ſure foundation of the Goſpel, 
and on the principles of the Church of England; and this Name may well 
be received with joy, as a mark of your true Chriſtianity ; and as thrown 
zpainſt you in contempt and reviling, falſely, and only on account of your 
more ſober and exemplary conduct, you have reaſon to rejoice in it, and to 
apply your Saviour's words, Blefſed are ye, when Men ſhall revile you, and 
ſpeak all manner of evil againſt you, falſiy for my ſake : rejoice and be exceeding 
gad; for great is your reward in Heaven. 

But, however the worldly and lukewarm may ſtigmatize the more ſerious 
and regular Chriſtians with the Name of Methodiſis, as a Name of the utmoſt 
reproach and infamy ; yet you will find no cauſe to imagine yourſelves ſuch, 
from the treatment you muſt expect from this ſort of people, if your conduct 
be agreable to what we have recommended ; if you be careful to preſerve 
the Unity of the Church by ſuch a Demeanour, by ſuch a faith and prac- 
tice, as we have ſhewn to be your bounden Duty and reaſonable Service. 

For ſo far from allowing you to be one of them, nay, or indeed even a 


Chriſtian, theſe Men, of more Zeal than Knowledge, will call you a 7 
| maliſt, 
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naliſi, © a mere formal Profeſſor,” and very freely pronounce you a ſtranger 
to regenerating Grace, with right hardy courage and without any fear, By 
let not this appellation ſhake your confidence, while it may lead you thus 
prudently to diſtinguiſh, If you are one of thoſe who imagine that, he. 
cauſe they go conſtantly to Church, and ſometimes receive the Sacrament, 
can talk much in favour of the Liturgy of the Church of Eng land. 
and are mighty in words for her excellent conſtitution; and therefore 
conclude that they are the only Churchmen, and rely, like the Papilt 
on the mere work done for Salvation; then are you a Formaliſt indeed, and 
have no reaſon to be offended on the application of a Term, which you ſo 
juſtly deſerve, which is at once ſo alarming to yourſelves, and fo diſhy. 
nourable to your profeſſion. But on the other hand, if you are humble in 
heart, and lowly in mind; firm in your Faith, and blameleſs in your Life; 
ſenſible that you can do nothing without the Grace, that you are nothing 
without the Merits of Chriſt; and if, in this Spirit, you think yourſelf 
bound to keep up the Unity of the Church, whereof you are a Member, 
by duly Sow Th its Sacraments and Services; and do not dare to run after 
every bold Man, who in any, in every place, takes upon him the uncom- 
miſſioned Duty of preaching ; if you are thus regular in your Life, and re- 
gular in your Devotion, never be moved at the formidable cry of © Forma- 
liſt ;” in which they only are concerned, but they much are concerned, who 
depend on their forms, and rely on, their external ſervices. 

But if this reproach will not ſhake you, they have another at hand, and 
one moſt familiar in their Mouths. They will tell you—if you happen to 
have a little more prudence and caution, than to run the abſurd Lengths 
they propoſe, and if you live ſoberly and quietly in the manner above de- 
ſcribed, they will tell you, that © you are afraid of Man ; more afraid of 
Man than of God.” 

This, it muſt be owned, is a heayy charge, and one which it much con- 
cerns us to be well ſatisfied in our own conſcience, that we are free from, 
There are two remarkable inſtances * of the Fear of Man mentioned in 
the Goſpel ; they will ſhew us well what that fear meaneth. Nicodemus is 
one, Tho came to Jeſus by night for fear of the Jews. Many of the chief 
Rulers ſupply us with the other: who, though they believed on Jeſus, had 
not courage to confeſs their Faith; becauſe, we are told, they loved the praiſe 
of Men more than the praiſe of God. Now if you ſo fear the Diſpleaſure, or 


* That alſo of the Parents of the Blind Man mentioned, St. John ix. 22, 23. might be 
added. Ihe perſons, who are ſo free with this charge will do well to recollect, that it was 


never the cuſtom with their Divine Maſter to diſcourage the ſmalleſt beginnings of Grace; never 
his cuſtom to quench the ſinoaking flax, or break the bruiſed reed. Fearful of Men as Nicodenu 
| Was, eveu le Was accepted. Let this teach and commend a more gentle and forbearing Spirit. 


love 
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love the Praiſe of Men, as to omit to own and confeſs Chriſt, where you 
may incur any Danger or Loſs by ſo doing; then certainly you are highly 
hlame-worthy ; you ſtand guilty and adjudged of this heavy Charge. But 
if you are never backward or fearful, when any Neceſſity calls, to confeſs 
our faith in Chriſt crucified ; and that at any hazard, willing rather to for- 
ſeit all things, than the approbation of your Lord, and the Teſtimony of a 
good Conſcience ; you are, without controverſy, perfectly clear of this Cen- 
jure, and have no cauſe to be affected by it. 

It is frequently thrown out, by Entbuſiaſis of all Denominations, againſt 
thoſe who do not come into their principles, and follow their practices; who 
have not ſo much ardour of paſſion, and ſo little biaſs of Judgment as them- 
ſelves; and who do not think it a Duty to hold with them, as eflential to 
Salvation, the practice or omiſſion of ſome of the moſt ordinary and indiffe- 
rent Things in Life. A contrariety hereto, and an avoiding or diſapproving 
their ways, ſeldom fails to procure from them the heavy Imputation of the 
Fear of Man. But this is very little to be regarded by thoſe, who at all 
ſeaſonable times are ready to declare their faith; and who would rather give 
up their Life and their All, than the high and glorious hope of everlaſting 
Life, through Jeſus Chriſt, 

At the ſame time we may obſerve, that ſuch bold Cenſures, thrown out indiſ- 
criminately, are but ſorry proofs of the goodneſs of the Cauſe, which they are 
deſigned to commend. For as they fully ſpeak a proud and a haughty Spirit, 
as well as a very narrow one, which would confine all truth, knowledge, and 
piety, within the little bounds of a particular Sect or Society; ſo do they 
too plainly declare, that this Spirit is not of Chriſt, And verily there ſeems 
to me nothing, which ſo much and ſo clearly proves the Badneſs of the 
Cauſe of the Sectaries, as well as of the Eſpouſers ꝶ of ſome other modern 
Notions, as that great and glaring want of Charity diſcernible amongſt 
them; and that abſurd and unchriſtian manner of confining all truth, ſin- 
cerity, and faith within their own very limited pale. 

Theſe Conſiderations may ſerve to arm you againſt the Calumny of the 
Fear of Man; which ſome are uſed to deal out ſo liberally to thoſe who do 
not chuſe to run their Lengths of Riot, but after their Maſter's advice, 


+ It will eaſily be underſtood, that I refer here to the Notions of Mr. Hulchinſan; of which 
I am bound to ſpeak with the greater candour and moderation, as having once entertained a more 
favourable Opinion of them, than maturer Judgment, and more impartial Examination, ſuffer | 
me at preſent to entertain. However, I would not by any means be underſtood to aſſert, that all 
the favourers of theſe Opinions are of the ſame Spirit with the firſt Author of them: ſince I have 
the pleaſure to know ſeveral, of whoſe Abilities, Sincerity, and true Chriſtianity, it would be 
criminal to admit a doubt; and who, I truſt, by the Bleſſing of God, when riper Judgment, 
and more free Thought ſhajl have removed their prejudices, may become as uſeful as they are 
amiable, - 
would 
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would wiſh to unite ſome of the Viſdom of the Serpent with the Simtlicit of 
the Dove; either of which are as improper alone, as they are excellent 

when conjoin'd, fo : 

If theſe reproaches are found unavailing, and they perceive that your 

Life and Conduct can give no handle er, that your Lips utterly diſclaim all 

attachment 10, their opinions ;z--and whence beſides, we ſhould judge of men 

and their manners, I know not ;---they will yet go one ſtep farther, and de. 

clare, that “however for worldly Ends you may diſſemble, you are notwith. 

« ſtanding one of them in your Heart; you are, in your real [nchnations, 2 

* Methodi/ "= | | 

This, 1 truſt, will never ſhake your confidence, but while you abhor 

and reje& the infamous inſinuation, from thoſe, who preſume to uſurp the 

dread prerogative of God, who dare to judge the ſecrets of the Heart ; it 
will make you more ſteadfaſt in your belief, and more zealous in your at- 
tachment to the Chuch of England. 

Thus have I very briefly touched upon ſome of the common and trying 
Reproaches of the preſent Day, the better to eſtabliſh you, my younger 
Brethren, in the Faith, and to forewarn you what you muſt expect, that 
you may be the better able to bear it. And let me conclude with obſery- 
ing, that whatever may be the Temper of the adverſaries of our Church, 
her own hath always been diſtinguiſhed for its moderation, candour, and 
forbcarance. And let me intreat you ever to manifeſt yourſelves her true 
Sons by the ſame amiable Diſpoſition ; however oppoſed or reviled, revile 
not by any means again; but only with meekneſs and wiſdom ſhew the 
reaſons of your Conduct and Carriage. But let me adviſe you, never attempt 
to reaſon or diſpute with an Enthuſiaſt ; no good can ever come from it; for 
ſuch perſons have no intention to come over to your opinions: they only 
talk to convert and ſav? you, as they are pleaſed to phraſe it: and they have 
a ſhort method of baſfling every argument which may be urged either from 
reaſon or Scripture rightly underſtood, by telling you, that “ they have 
* Lyes, and you have not; that they ſee, and you do not.” * And if this 
be the caſe, how vain is it to reaſon with thoſe who are endowed with ano- 
ther Senſe, with a faculty of Knowledge and Diſcernment denied to you? 
Let it be your fixt rule never to attempt it ; for religious Diſputations, even at 
the beſt, are ſeldom productive of much advantage.--Yet never be backwatd 
to give a reaſon of the Hope that is in you, with meekneſs and fear, when- 
ever it may be neceſſary +; not forwardly obtruding, or unſcaſonably pret- 


ſing 


| . ow far this agrees with what Mr. Locke has ſaid of Emthuſiaſm, the Reader will ſee, by 
conſulting to» the Chapter in his E jay above quoted. 


Nothing will better enable you to do this, than a careful peruſal of Dr. Suire's uſeful and excel- 
| | lent 
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fog religious ſubjects, where they may rather harm and offend, than 
y of profit. I his is throwing Pearls before Swine. Chriſt's Religion conſiſts 
lent I more in ſilent activity, than in a noiſy and obſtreperous fluency of words. 

Speak eſpecially by your Life and Conduct. And while deſirous to pre- 
our I ſerve yourſelves from any Deluſions on the right hand or on the left, and 
all WF to keep up the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace; labour to do ſo, 
in not only by the ſoundneſs of your Faith, and the holineſs of your Life, but 
de. by the Love of your Soul, and the benevolent Charity of your Diſpoſition ; 
the WY walking worthy of the Vocation wwherewwith ye are called, with all lowlineſs and 
» 1 Wl webneſs, and long-ſuffering, forbearing one another in Love. 

Nor ever forget, that as Love is the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of true. 
or i Chriſtianity, ſo no Inſtitution ſupplies us with ſuch motives to it. For all 
he WF fncere believers are Members of one Body, united under one Head, Chriſt 

i WF [cfus the Lord, by the bond of Life, the ever bleſſed Spirit, communicated 
. by the ſame Sacraments, adminiſtered to us by Paſtors, who derive their 
Commiſſion from the ſame Authority, We all profeſs one ſolemn Faith, 
ſummed up in our Creeds; we are called to one Holineſs and Purity ; we 
have all one hope, and are all travelling to one home: we have all one God 
ind Father ; we are all made of one Blood; and being thus all Brethren, 
jurneying one road, let us jointly remember Joſeph's Advice, See that ye 
fall not out by the Way. To which end, let us as carefully avoid whatever 
may make a Separation in the Church, and break the Unity of the Body of 
Chriſt, as we would the moſt pernicious Poiſon * ; let us avoid, as we would 
Death and Hell, whatever may give offence and ſcandal to our Brethren, 
and may tend to break the ſweet Bond of Love; ſtriving, to the utmoſt of 
our ability, to promote brotherly peace, unity, and concord; which will 
beſt be done by a PURE FAITH, by an HOLY LIFE, and by a FOR- 
BEARING CHARTY. 

In which, that we may all abound, God, in great Mercy, grant; and to 
this End, let us unite in ſupplications to the throne of Grace, in the excel- 
lent words of our Church, which are well adapted to what hath gone be- 


1 lent Work, lately publiſhed, entituled, *“ Indifference in Religion inexcuſable; or, a ſerous, 
, impartial, and practical Review of the Certainty, Importance, and Harmony of Religion, 
both natural and revealed where the learned Author has, with great Judgment and Ele- 
| gance, collected together the Evidence in behalf of Natural and Revealed Religion. 

* If we have been ſo unhappy as to have been guilty of this great Crime and Offence, and to 
have done any thing which may tend to deſtroy the Unity of the Church, the only method by 
which we can teſtify our true repentance, or make any amends to the public, is to return from the 

error of our ways, to retract, and unite ourſelves again to the Body of Chriſt ; and ſurely there is 
nothing in ſuch a Conduct, which true denſe and real Virtue need be aſhamed of; nothing which 
the ſincere and ingenuous would not approve. No part of St. Auflin's Works is read with more 
pleaſure, or hath gained the Author more Eſteem, than his Book of Retra#lations. 


D | fore, —- 


1 | | 
fore,—* O God, the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, our only Saviour 
* the Prince of Peace, give us Grace ſeriouſly to lay to heart the rent 
** Dangers we are in by our unhappy Diviſions ; take away all hatred and / 
* Prejudice, and whatſoever elſe may hinder us from godly Union and 
Concord. That as there is but one Body and one Spirit, and one Hops 
** of our Calling; one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and Father 
* of us all; ſo we may henceforth be all of one Heart, and of one 800 
* united in one holy Bond of Truth and Peace, of Faith and Chariy, 


* and may, with one Mind, and one Mouth, glorify. Thee, through Jelu 
** Chriſt our Lord. Amen,” 
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1 who are deſirous of full information reſpecting the Religious Societies, their 


riſe and progreſs, deſign and uſe, may meet with Satisfaction in Dr. Moodward's Ac- 
count of them. But as they are not ſo univerſally known as their Merit deſerves, it 
hath been thought proper to employ a page or two at the Cloſe of this Sermon, that the Reader 
may be no ſtranger to their original intent, their general Rules and Orders, and their ſeveral 
places of Meeting. | ; 
For the firſt we ſhall only tranſcribe the Words of Biſhop Burnet, from the third Volume of the 
Hiſtory of his own Times, p. 4.38, 439. In King James's Reign the fear of Popery was ſo ſtrong, 
« as well as ſo juſt, that many, in and about London, began to meet often together, both for Devotion 
« and for their further Inflruction : things of that kind had been formerly practiſed only among the 
« Puritans and the Diſſenters. But theſe were of the Church, and came to their Minifters, to be 
« affiſted with Forms of Prayer and other Directions. They were chiefly conducted by Dr. Beve- 
« ridge and Dr. Horneck. Some diſliked this, and were afraid it might be the Original of new Fac- 
« tions and Parties; but wiſer and better men thought it was not fit nor decent to check a Spirit of 
« Devotionat ſuch a time; it might have given ſcandal, and it ſeemed a d.ſcouraging of piety, and 
might be a means to drive well-meaning perſons over to the Diſſenters. After the Revolution, 
« the Societies grew more numerous, and, for a greater encouragement to Devotion, they got 
« ſuch Collections to be made, as maintained many Clergymen to read Prayers in ſo many 
« places, and at ſo many different hours, that devout perſons might have that comfort at every 
« hour of the day. There were conſtant Sacraments every Lord's Day in many Churches. 
There were both great numbers, and greater appearances of Devotion at Prayers and Sacra- 
ments, than had been obſerved-in the memory of Man. Theſe Soierics ref lved to inform 
„the Magiſtrates of Swearers, Drunkards, Profaners of the Lord's Day, and of lewd Houſes, 
* and they threw in the part of the Fine, given by Law to Informers, into a ſtock of Charity. 
« From this they were called Societies of Reformation ; ſome good Magiſtrates encouraged 
« them, but others treated them roughly. As ſoon as Queen Mary heard of this, ſhe did, by 
« her Letters and Proclamations, encourage theſe good Deſigns, which were afterwards proſe- 
„ cuted by the late King. Other Societies ſet themſelves to raiſe Charity-Schools, for teaching 
« poor Children, for cloathing them, and binding them out to Trades. Many Books were 
« printed, and ſent over the nation by them, to be freely diſtributed : theſe were called Societies 
« for propogating Chriſtian Knowledge. By this means ſome thouſands of children are well 
« educated and carefully looked after. In many places of the Nation, the Clergy met often to- 
gether, to confer about matters of Religion and Learning; and they got Libraries to be raiſed 
for their common uſe. At laſt a Corporation was created by the late King“, for propagating 
« the Goſpel among Infidels, for ſettling Schools in our Plantations, for furniſhing the Clergy 
« that were ſent thither, and for ſending Miſlionaries among ſuch of our plantations, as were 
not able to provide Paſtors for themſelves. It was a glorious Concluſion of a Reign, that was 
begun with preſerving our Religion, thus to create a Corporation for propagating it to the re- 
e moter parts of the Earth, and among Infidels. There were very liberal Subſcriptions made to 
« it by many of the Biſhops and Clergy, who ſet about it with great care and zeal : upon the 
% Queen's Acceſſion to the Crown, they had all poſſible aſſurances of her favour and protection, 
« of which, upon every application, they received very eminent marks.“ : 
It muſt be remarked here, that the Bi/bep ſpeaks of all the Societies in general, which were 
eſtabliſhed at that Time. But it is neceſſary to diſtinguiſh the preſent Religious Sac eties ou”_ 
0 


* King Villiam. 
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thoſe which were called Societies for Reformation of Manncrs ; with which the Religious Pocietin, 
as ſuch, have never interfered, though they have been often confounded with them. 

The great and good Mr. m_ was a zcalous friend to the Religious Societies ; and, a0 h 
teſtimony muſt be regarded, we all ſubjoin what he ſaith of them in the Preface to his excelleit 


Book on the Fea/! and Faſls, &c. © Upon this occaſion I think it a great piece of juſtice to ac. 2 / 
„% knowledge and commend the pious and devout Practices of the Religious S. cieties, who in this 1 
« point, as well as in many others, diſtinguiſh themſelves L; their regular conformity and obe. gre 
« dience to the laws of the Church; for they conſtantly attend the public Aſſemblies upon ſuch fet 
« holy Seaſons, And till they can communicate regularly in their own Pariſh Churches upon M 
« ſuch Days, they embrace thoſe opportunities that are provided; there being two + Churches jp 
« in London employed for that purpoſe ; where they as duly receive the Bleſſed Sacrament up 2 
« all Feſtivals, as they perform all other acts of public worſhip. How they ſpend the Vigils in ſe 
« preparing their minds for a due celebration of the enſuing Solemnity, is more private, but not 

4 commendable. And the care they take to ſuppreſs the dawnings of Enthu/iaſm, and tg I. 
4e diſcountenance the firſt appearances of any vicious practices amongſt their Members, and the 


% method they impoſe before their Delinquents are entirely reconciled or totally rejected, is 
« ſuch a preparation of the minds of the Lait for the reception of that Diſcipline that is wanted 
& in the Church, that if ever we are bleſſed with what good men wiſh for, and bad men fer, 
« theſe Religious Societirs will be very inſtrumental in introducing it, by that happy regulation 
&« that prevails among them. And while they pay that deference they profeſs to their Parechial 
« Miniſters, and are ready to be governed by their Directions, and are willing to ſubmit their 
« Rules and Orders to the judgment of the reverend Clergy ; I cannot apprehend but that they 
« muſt be very ſerviceable to the Intereſt of Religion, and may contribute very much to revive 
« that true Spirit of Chriſtianity, which was ſo much the glory of the primitive times. And] 
« ſee no reaſon why men may not meet and conſult together, to improve one another in Chi- 
44 tian Knowledge, and, by mutual advice, take meaſures how beſt to farther their own Salva- 
tion, as well as to promote that of their Neighbours; when the ſame liberty is taken for the 

„% improvement of trade, and for — on the diverſions and pleaſures of life. And if, at 
« (ſuch Mectings, they ſhall voluntarily fubſcribe any certain Sums, to be diſpoſed in any ſuch 
„% Charitics, as ſhall ſeem moſt proper to the majority of their Members, I cannot imagine how 
« this can deſe ve cenſure, when the liberal Contributions of Gentlemen, to ſupport a Hor ſe-race, 
« or a Muſick meeting, have never been taxed with the leaſt 7legality.” 


* 


+ S:. Mary Le Bow, and Se. Dunſ an's in the Welt, 
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u. The General Rules and Orders of the Religious Societies: 


The ſole deſign f theſe Societies being to promote real Holineſs of Heart and Life, it is abſclutely 
neceſſa' y, that the Perſons who enter into them, do ſeriouſly reſolve (by the Grace of God) to apply 
themſelves to all means proper to accompliſh theſe bleſſed ends ; truſling in the Divine Power, and 
gracious: conduct of the Holy Spirit, through our Lord Feſus Chriſt, to excite, advance, and per- 
fetl all good in them: And, in order to their being of one beart and one mind in this deſign, every 
Member of theſe Societies ſhall own and maniſeſt himſelf to be of the Epiſcopal Church of England, 
as by Law eſtabliſhed ; ſball frequent the Liturgy, and other public exerciſes of the ſame ; ſhall be 


careful withal, to expreſs due Chriſtian Charity to all men; and ſhall mereover duly keep and ob» | 
ſerve the Articles following. 


I 


HAT theſe Societies ſhall meet every Sabbath Day at a convenient place, at five o 
clock in the evening, to encourage each other in practical Holineſs, by diſcourſing on 
ſpiritual ſubjects, obſerving the holy Scriptures as their rule, and praying to God for” 

his Grace and Bleſſing. 

II. That at ſuch meetings, there be no diſputes about controverſial points, or unneceſſary diſ- 
courſe about State Affairs, or the concerns of trade and worldly things ; but that the whole drift 
of their Chriſtian Conference be, to glorify God, and edify one another in Love. 

III. That, for the mutual encouragement of Love and Unity, and peaceable ſubmiſſion to our 
Governors, each perſon belonging to theſe Societies ſhall acknowledge himſelf well affected to his 
Majeſty King GEORGE, and our Conſtitution both in Church and State. | 

IV. That each one in his order (even of the meaneſt capacity, ſhall have the freedom of men- 
tioning his thoughts, and expreſſing his doubts, , upon apy diſcourſe, without being cenſured by 
the reſt, for the meanneſs of his expreſſion, provided it be done with Modeſty, 

IV. That nothing be done in theſe Societies through ſtrife, or vain-glory, but, in humbleneſs 
of mind, let every one think another better than himſelf. 

VI. That every Member of theſe Societies ſhall uſe their utmoſt endeavours to enlarge theſe 
Societies with ſuitable Members, and Subſetibers to the Sacrament and Prayers. 

VII. That every Member at entrance pay and contribute [ ] towards a public ſtock, . 
for pious and Charitable uſes, and defraying the charge of the Societies meetings: and the mo- 
ney thus collected, ſhall be kept by the — of theſe Societies for the time being; whom, 

with two Aſſiſtants, ſhall be choſen by the majority of voices twice a year; at which times, eight 
Members, in their turns as they ſtand upon the Liſt; ſhall be appointed, with the Stewards and 
Aſſiſtants, to form a Committee, and ſhall have the power of diſpoſing of the money collected 
for the uſes above-mentioned : and the ſaid Stewards ſhall keep a faithful Regiſter of what is col- 
leed and diſtributed, to be peruſed by any Member of theſe Societies at his requeſt, 

VIII. That any Member of theſe Societies may recommend any Object of Charity to the Stew-- 
arde, who ſhall (with the Conſent of the majority of the Committee) give out of the common | 
ſtock, as occaſion requires. And in a cafe of extraordinary neceſſity, every particular Member 
ſhatl be defired to contribute farther, as he ſhall think fit. - 

IX. That every Member who abſents himſelf four times together, without giving a ſatisfac- 
tory account to the Stewards, ſhall be looked upon as diſaffected to the Society. | 

; X. That none ſhall be admitted into theſe Societies, without giving Notice thereof to the 
Stewards, who ſhall acquaint the whole Society therewith : and, aſter enquiry into their religious 
purpoſes, and manner of life, the Stewards may admit them, if the major part of the Society 
ſhall allow ot it. And, with the like conſent, they may exclude any Member proved guilty of 
any miſbehaviour, after due admonition, unleſs he gives ſufficient teſtimony of his repentance. 
and amendment, before the whole Society. 
XI. It is recommended to every Meniber of theſe Societies, to conſider the dangerous ſnares 
of gaming, and the open ſcandal of being concerned in thoſe games which are uſed 1 
ules; 


e [ 1 
houſes; and chat it is the ſafeſt and moſt commendable i | 
way to decl 
much as poſſible, all reſort to ſuch houſes and taverns, and — . > —_— — bs 
XII. Whereas the following Duties have been too much Sr 
ö uch neglected, to the ſcandal and 
proach of our moſt holy Religion, all the Members of theſe Societies ſhall refblve, b nd re. 
of God, to make it their ſerious endeavours, 1. To be juſt in all their deali Bc Spray wp 
emplary ſtrictneſs. As, Matt. v. 16, 20. Let your light fo ſhine before _—_— = tO an ex. 
ur good works, and glorify your Father which ts in Heaven, —T ſay unto Ay ve they may ſee 
righteouſneſs ſhall exceed the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees : 7 7 ty at Except your 
the Kingdom of Heaven, Chap. vii. 12. Therefore all things, oh ne Na kt N caſe enter into 
40 to you, do ye even ſo to them; for this is the Law, and the Prophets oi above men ſhould 
2. To pray many times a day; remembring our continual de endance G 
ng and temporal things. 1 Theſſ. v. 17. Pray without way CNY EY 
+ © 59 partake of the Lord's Supper at leaſt once a E's | 
impediment, 1 Cor. xi. 26. For as often as ye eat t his _—_— eee by a reaſonable 
Lord's death till he come. Luke xxii. 19. This do in remembrance of 2 F 
4. Jo practiſe the profoundeſt Meekneſs and Humility. Matt. xi h Take * | 
and 27 — of as for I — meek and lotuly in heart : and ye fhall find reſt x. IN n 
5. To watch againſt cenſuring others Matt. vii 4 "A 
6. To accuſtom themſelves to hol though 1 n be not Judged. 
Baſt ſearched me out and Kory Wang ts in all places. Pal. cxxxix. 1, 2. O Lord, they 
flandefl my thoughts long Wert "Theu = r we 7 qu 75 2 2 unter 
7. To be helpful one to another. 1 C F , ator rome e all my ways, 
; ba be men 2 105 is any there ſhould be no Schiſm in the body ; but 
8. Io exerciſe T'enderneſs, Patience, and Compaſſi ; hs | 
evil of no man, to be no 8 but 2 ee ä * Tit. iii. 2. To ſpeak 
9. To make reflections on themſelves when they read the Hol Bi rg 
and when they hear ſermons, 1 Cor, x. 11. Now all theſe thi , 1 1 
and eee for onr admonition, upon whom the Pa of the — . 
10, Jo ſhun all ſoreſcen occaſt ne os * 
v. 22. eie from all rens ya _ as evil company, known temptations, &c, 1 Theſl, 
11. Jo think often on the different e ; f , 
eternity, to which we arc = q : rng, 3 0 15. 3 3 the damned in the unchangeable 
in thy life-time received/t thy good things, and lik 25. But Abraham aid, Son, remember that thau 
En? ings, and likewiſe Lazarus evil things ; but now he is comfurted, 
12. Lo examine themſelves ey f | 
* 99 2 8 , . ery night 7 5 vi 2 
2 Cor: xiii. 5. Examine yourſelves, fs, i» 2 —_ 7th = OT CO Or WY 
your own ſelves , how that Jeſus "#: hy i/t 4 ; 4674119; pr Oe your own ſelves ; know ye not 
13. To keep a private faſt once a m > 4a WA een. | 
ee fd Fo 9 by ay near their approach to the Lord's Table) 
Moreover, when ye fa'!, be not as the hypocrite meal when they can conveniently. Matt. vi. 16. 
that they may appea! wnto men to faſt r drsfigure their faces, 
But the days will come, when the brid K+ Jay unto you they have their reward, Luke v. 35, 
thoſe days. egroom ſhall be taken away from them, and then ſhall they faſt iu 
14. To mortify the Fleſh with | ; 
| its Affection, : 
- me manife/ I, which are t heſe ) _ __ _— ved 19> 24. Noro the works of 
r ͤ cation, Tacbeneſe, Lofcivienſeeſt, Hel'h 
Drunkenneſs, Revellings, and ſuch lie: way 8510 e ben Herefi.s, Envyings, Murders, 
paſt, that they which do ſu. h things. ſhall nat bent] 4 = hes 1 7 rr e 
MS - the fleſh with t'e affeftis 3 10 1 be Kingdom af God. And thy that are Chriſi“ 
„ Toadvance in Heavenly mindedneſs 2 . | 
wil d, having compaſſion ee of ent. deer . 1 ney, e- 
for evil, or railing for railing, but contrariwiſe bling e pitiful, be courteous ; nat rendring 
16. To 
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16. To ſhun ſpiritual pride, and the effects of it ; as Railing, Anger, Peeviſhneſs, Impatience - 


of Contradiction, &c. | 
17. To pray for the whole Societies in their private prayers. James. v. 16. — Pray one for 
gu her | | 
"18. To read pious books aftznifor their edificariat, 


19. To be cuntinually mindful of the great obligation of this ſpecial profeſſion of Religion, 


and to walk ſo circumſpectly, that none may be offended or diſcouraged from it by what they ſee 
in them, nor occaſion be given to any to ſpeak reproachfully of it. 

20. To {hun all manuer of affectation and moroſeneſs, and to be of a civil and obliging de- 
portment to all men. OS, 


lgious and Family Duties, 


XIV. That theſe Orders ſhall be read over at leaſt four times in a year, by one of the Stewards - 


for the time being, and allo at the admittance of any new Member ; and that with ſuch delibera- 
tion, that each Member may have time to examine himſelf by them, or to ſpeak his Mind in 
wy thing relating to them. 


XV. That in the time of Sickneſs of any Member in theſe Societies, the other Members take 


I convenient opportunities of viſiting ſuch ſick Member. 
PP 2 


XVI. That at the Death of any Member of theſe Societies, a Funeral Sermon be preached, 


the Charge of the $-cicties, | 


XVII. That every Member enter (in a Book, kept for that purpoſe) his Name and Place of 
abode ; and in caſe of Removal, do inform the Stewards of the ſame, that the ſaid Removal may 


be entered. | 


XVIII. That every Member of theſe Societies ſhall (after mature deliberation, and due trial) 


ſubſcribe his Name to theſe orders, to-expreſs his approbation of them, and his reſolution to en- 


feavour to live up to them; in order to which, he ſhall conſtantly keep a Copy of them by him. 


XIX. That at every Election for new Stewards, each Member ſhall have a free Vote. The 
od Stewards ſhall put up four, and the Members ſhall chuſe two; and nothing ſhall be done re- 
lting to the affairs of theſe Societies, till it hath been agreed upon by a majority of theſe Socie- 
les, and of the Miniſter. who is Preſident. . | 


XX. Laſtly, That no alterations or additions be made to theſe Orders, without the conſent of 
me pious and learned Divine of the Church of England, eſpecially of the. Miniſter who is choſen ' 


preſident. | 


II. 


XIII. That each Member ſhall encourage the Catechifing of young and ignorant people in their | 
reſpeftive families, according to their ſtations and abilities; and ſhall obſerve all manner of Re- 
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III. 
nn ; . e Pious an arita 0 
A Liſt of the Religious Societies. The Places of their Meeting. — * e Ge. 4 


1. St. John's, Southwark. ln the Veſtry. 
1 5 8 A Sacrament every Sunday, the 
* | firſt in the month, and feſtivals 


\Þ at Mr. Williams's in Lambeth- 
„ : | excepted, at ſeven in the morn. 
0 Wi 2. Lambeth Society. r met ing in Summer, and half anhour 
"bs n after ſeven in the Winter, at 
; _ | | Lambeth Church, 
| „ 8 3. College Chapel. In Denbam's-Place. 3 
. 4. St. Olave's, Southwark, In the Veſtry. = PD 25 2 
10 F. White-Chapel. In the Veſtry. Pas 
i 5 6. St. John's, Mapping. ln the Veſtry. 
1 5 988 Teuer mere every Sunday morn- 


„the firſt in the month and 
fe ivals excepted, at ſix inSum- 
| mer and ſeven in Winter. Alſo 
| : | rayers every working day at 
7. St. Michael o, Crooked- Lane. In the Veſtry. | eight + 3 Pars 8 (e 

Thurſdays) when there is a 
Lecture; Service begins at 
bo. fixin Winter, and half an hour 
5 | after ſix in Summer, 


| | =; Fa 8 and Sacrament every 
| - . | Sunday, Chriftmas-Day, and 
Ly 8. St. Michael Royal on Col. in the Veſtry. Good- Friday, at St. Aar 5 

a lege- Hill. | | | Wood ſtreet, at half an hour aſtet 


five in the morning. 
. A Lecture at fix in the evening, 


ki | every Friday at St. Alphage, near 
1 * 9. St. Michael's, Baſſiſhaw. ln the Veſtry. Sion Colledge, by London-I al. 
11 I] alſo twenty Boys and fix Girl 
[| | 4 ; | | - educated and cloathed. . 
| 10. St. . Sepulchre's $, Das fte the Veſtry. 
11. St. Bride's. [ſn u the Veſtry. | 


12. St. Ann's. As Mr. Brown's in King-/treet, 
: 0079 


» 


* 13. St. James's. In In Berwick-Jtreet, Chapel- Veſ 


try. 
14. Ihe Savoy, ln the 2 8 Rs | 85 


1» 1 


A Sacrament at Bow-Church, in Cheaphids, every Feſtival, and on Good 

"I Friday, at Eight in the ning: The Plate uſed on which Occalion 
. N W given by Robert Nelſon, Eſq; to the Religious Societies, 

| 1% Thi N given by the Serine. | 
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